
Publication of Shelton State Community Colie 



Charlie Waldrep brings greetings from Alabama Governor Jim Folsom who had declared May 4, 
1994 to be George Hinton , Jr. Day in Tuscaloosa County. Hinton received an honorary degree from 
Shelton State during graduation services in recognition of his support of the college. 


College News 

Two new instructors have been hired recently by the college to work at the Alabama Water 
Resource Training Center, one of Shelton’s five campuses. Peggy S. Reese and Timothy 
Frank Bassett have joined the college team and will be the full-time instructors of the pro¬ 
grams offered at the water center. 

Reese is the new coordinator/instructor for water programs at the college. Before joining 
Shelton, she was the advanced environmental and safety engineer for the Marathon Oil Company 
in Lafayette, Louisiana and Findley, Ohio. She is a graduate of the University of Alabama, receiv¬ 
ing her B.S. and M.S. degrees in microbiology as well as her Ph.D. and M.S.E. degrees in envi¬ 
ronmental engineering. She is certified by the Institute of Hazardous Materials Management as a 
hazardous materials manager. She is a member of the Alabama Water Environmental Association 
and the Water Environmental Federation. 

Bassett is a resident of Coker, Alabama and has served as an adjunct instructor of laboratory 
certification classes for Shelton State. Bassett has been employed by the City of Tuscaloosa’s 
Waste Water Treatment plant as a lab technician since 1991. In that position, he was responsible 
for evaluating plant processes and discharges. From 1985-1991, he was the lab manager for Envi¬ 
ronmental Testing in Northport. He is a licensed Grade IV Waste Water Treatment Plant Opera¬ 
tor. Bassett is a graduate of the University and received his B.S. degree in environmental science. 

June A. Hollingsworth recently joined Shelton State as the coordinator of continuing educa¬ 
tion. continued on back 


George Hinton 
Receives Honor 
Dining 
Shelton’s 

Graduation 


Tuscaloosa native George Hinton Jr. was paid a special tribute by 
Shelton State Community College as part of the institution’s 1994 
graduation exercises. Hinton received an honorary degree from 
Shelton State along with a formal declaration by the governor. 

Governor Folsom had declared May 4, Shelton’s graduation date, 
as George Hinton Appreciation Day in Alabama. As part of the cel¬ 
ebration, a special reception was held for Hinton and his family be¬ 
fore graduation. Local officials and other dignitaries joined Shelton 
State in paying tribute to Hinton. 

Hinton and his wife. Marjorie, have six daughters, 12 grandchil¬ 
dren, and one great grandchild. 

Presenting the award from Gov. Folsom was the commencement 
speaker Charlie Waldrep, acting chief of staff for the governor. Over 
400 students received diplomas from the college this year. A recep¬ 
tion honoring all of the graduates and their families was held prior 
to the graduation exercises. 


Shelton 
Extends 
Presence in 
Bibb County 

This summer Shelton State is offering two classes in Bibb County 
through distance learning. The courses, Introduction to Psychology 
and American National Government, are offered through interactive 
audio and video from the college’s Skyland Campus in Tuscaloosa 
to a special classroom in Bibb County High School that is equipped 
to receive the transmission. 

This fall the college will also offer distance learning classes that 
will be used as training courses for employees of the proposed new 
Bibb County prison. The Bibb County Prison Employment program 
is designed to provide information regarding available jobs, applica¬ 
tion procedures, and job descriptions for employment at the Bibb 
County Prison. Since these jobs require a merit exam for eligibility, 
test taking skills will be taught. 

Also, assistance in filling out an application, resume writing, and 
interview skills will be offered. Referrals will be made and instruc¬ 
tion provided for basic academic skills. Employability skills will be 
taught in job application completion, interview skills, and resume 
preparation. 






















A Message From 
The President 


Dear Friends: 

The plans for Shelton State’s new campus are progressing extremely well. The architects have completed fifty per¬ 
cent of the schematic design phase and have met with the academic and instructional deans and division chairs to 
incorporate their ideas into the plans for the new campus. After completing the academic and technical areas, the ar¬ 
chitects plan to turn their attention to the support segment of the college, including student services, food service and 
business office operations. Site work has begun on the property with the completion of the soil analysis and environ¬ 
mental impact studies. 

The firm of PH&J is nearing completion of the programming phase for the Fire College and will begin the sche¬ 
matic design phase soon. The Fire College and the area of the new complex housing the technical programs will be 
built first. Actual construction is scheduled to begin in the fall. 


Tom Umphrey 
President 

Shelton State Community College 


New Partnership Formed Between 
Area Colleges and Universities 


A new partnership, which has been named CrafTech 2000, has been formed between seven colleges and universi¬ 
ties located in Tuscaloosa and Jefferson counties. According to local officials, these institutions are now working to¬ 
gether to improve the quality of education offered in this area. 

The purpose of CrafTech 2000, a cooperative technology transfer consortium between these seven institutions, is to 
provide business and industry located in West Central Alabama with a network of quality-based educational re¬ 
sources. This partnership originated through the technical training committee of the Pride Commission, which is com 
posed of business, industry, government and educational leaders from West Central Alabama. 

Representatives from the University of Alabama, the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Shelton State Com¬ 
munity College, Bessemer State Technical College, Jefferson State Community College, Lawson State Community 



College, and the Bevill Center, located at Gadsden State Community College, are all members of this consortium. All 
of the colleges in the consortium are located in the Tuscaloosa-Birmingham corridor. 

Shelton State president Tom Umphrey believes this cooperative approach by the colleges to address employment 
needs in the area is the wave of the future. “Partnerships and teamwork in business pays off, and it will in education 
as well,” said Umphrey. “I believe that in the future we will see more and more of this type of cooperative approach 
between educational institutions.” 

“The CrafTech 2000 logo symbolizes our blending of the art of quality craftsmanship with the science of high tech¬ 
nology,” said Ted Spring, Shelton State vice president and a member of the consortium. “As we approach the turn of 
the century, it is important for government, industry and education to be in sync, to form a team approach to the deliv¬ 
ery of technical educational services to the marketplace.” 

“Mercedes-Benz is expected to begin hiring in the fall of 

1995. CrafTech 2000 programs will allow people in this 
area to upgrade current skills and acquire new skills in order 
that they may compete for future employment with new as 
well as existing area industries,” Spring said. 

Colleges that are part of the CrafTech 2000 project will 
offer career counseling services that will assist students in 
assessing their current skill levels, matching training needs 
with employment goals, providing timely information, and 
designing specialized programs to prepare students for the 
application process. Applicants who are interested in the 
program must have a high school diploma or GED. 

“Institutions of education need to provide every possible 
opportunity for citizens of Alabama to be ready to seek jobs 
with the Mercedes-Benz, supplier companies, and other au¬ 
tomotive and technical employers that will be moving into 
West Central Alabama over the next five years,” said 
Charles Nash, vice chancellor for academic affairs for the 
University of Alabama System and a member of the consor¬ 
tium. 

“The Technology Transfer Consortium provides access to 
these opportunities. Planning and cooperation among col¬ 
leges 
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Tom Umphrey, president of Shelton State, retiring 
State School Board member Victor Poole and State 
Chancellor of Two-Year Colleges Fred Gainous con¬ 
gratulate Outstanding Students Christina Ann Barnes 
and Glenn Glass. 


Outstanding Students Selected 

The Deans of Students Association for the Alabama College System recently sponsored the Most Outstanding 
Students recognition program. Each two year college in the state selected a representative for the awards program. 
Students were selected based on demonstrated exceptional ability, academic achievement, service, and dedication to the 

college and the community. 

Sophomores Glenn Glass and Christina Ann Barnes were selected to represent Shelton State Community College. 





















Shelton Receives 
Grant Funding 

The United States Department of Education, Office of 
Postsecondary Education, recently notified Shelton State Com¬ 
munity College that the college has received funding for the Fed¬ 
eral Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant and the Fed¬ 
eral Work-Study and/or Federal Perkins Loan Program. The 
grant period will run from July 1,1994 through June 30,1995. 

The college will receive $93,500 for the SEOG grant and 
$ 107,952 for the Federal Work-Study program. According to 
Don Rainer, director of financial aid for the college, this is a 
70% increase in the SEOG grant and a 44% increase in the 
Work-Study program. 



Shelton State President Tom Umphrey was recently named to 
the Alabama Job Training Coordinating Council by Governor 
Jim Folsom. As a member of the council, Dr. Umphrey will be 
representing community-based organizations. 

This prestigious organization serves as an advisory council for 
the implementation of the Job Training and Partnership Act. Its 
purpose is to advise the governor and the State of Alabama con¬ 
cerning the implementation of the JPTA program. JPTA serves 
as a training and employment program for individuals who live 
in the state of Alabama. 


Barbecue Bash 
Scheduled 

The Shelton State Foundation’s annual Barbecue Bash will be 
held this year on Tuesday, September 20, at the Northport Civic 
Center. The Barbecue Bash has moved to the Civic Center this 
year in order to accommodate more people who are interested in 
playing bingo. The Bash will offer participants a fun evening 
that includes dinner, bingo, and lots of prizes. All profits from 
the Barbecue Bash go directly to the Foundation’s Scholarship 
Fund. Last year over $3,000 was raised for scholarships. Mark 
your calendars now! Call 391 -2221 or 391 -2298 for reservations. 



Louise Pruett , Jim Allen Award recipient with Shelton State 
President Tom Umphrey. 



Glenn Glass and Darlene Beasley were named the 1994 recipients of the Leo Sumner Award. Sumner 
was the first president of Shelton State Community College. Dr. Sumner presents the college’s highest 
honor to Glass and Beasley during Honors Night ceremony. 


Shelton Honors 
Outstanding Students 

Glenn Glass and Darlene Beasley were named the 1994 recipients of the Leo Sumner Award, 
Shelton State’s highest honor, as part of the college’s annual Honors Night celebration. Louise Pruett 
was named this year’s recipient of the James B. Allen Award. 

Glass is currently president of Phi Theta Kappa, national community college honorary, and is a mem¬ 
ber of the college’s baseball team. He is an active member of the Shelton Ambassadors and received the 
baseball All-Academic Award for maintaining a 4.0 grade point average during the 1992 93 season. 
Glass will transfer to the University of Alabama in the fall. 

President of the Shelton State Nursing Association, Beasley is also a member of Phi Theta Kappa. 
Working through Shelton’s Associate Degree Nursing program, Beasley designed and coordinated the 
Community Health Awareness Network through a Child’s Eye (Chance). As part of this program, 
Shelton’s ADN students serve as health educators in the Tuscaloosa city and county schools. 

Pruett, who received the James B. Allen Award for outstanding leadership, is a graduate of Shelton 
State’s New Options program, a special program for adult women. She is also a college Ambassador and 
secretary of the Spanish Club. Pruett is on the Deans List and was the college’s Outstanding Wellness 
Student in 1993. 

The University of Alabama awarded four scholarships to Shelton students this year. They are: Glenn 
Glass, Alumni Junior College Honors Scholarship; Roderick Heath Deason and Ann Mailer, Junior Col¬ 
lege Honors Scholarship. Chris Driver was named the recipient of a UA Transfer Scholarship. 

Receiving scholarships from the Shelton State Foundation were: Deena Ervrin Belcher, Carla 
Crawford, Joy Jones Reynolds, and Janet Turner, West Alabama Health Council Scholarships; 
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College News 

continued from front page 

She is a graduate of the University of Montevallo and 
received herB.S. degree in social work. Before joining 
Shelton State, she was director of Visitor Events/Sister 
City programs for the Tuscaloosa Travel and Conven¬ 
tion Bureau. 

From 1986-1992, she was Adopt-A-School director/ 
Sister City Coordinator for the Chamber of Commerce. 
She is a graduate of Leadership Tuscaloosa and serves 
on the Leadership Tuscaloosa Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. For 10 years, she served on the 
Tuscaloosa County School Textbook Committee. She is 
also on the Alabama State Management Team of Sister 
Cities International. In 1990 she received the Phi Delta 
Kappa Educator of the Y ear Award and received the 
Distinguished Service Award from the Chamber of 
Commerce in 1987. 

CrafTech 2000 

continued from page 2 

and universities are essential to meeting the needs of 
prospective automotive industry employees. The Tech¬ 
nology Transfer Consortium, CrafTech 2000, is de¬ 
signed to provide opportunities by sharing education 
and training resources at area colleges and institu¬ 
tions,” said Nash. 

“Persons interested in seeking employment with 
Mercedes-Benz or a related company must first realize 
the importance of prior education and training. It is never 
too late to upgrade or acquire the skills and competencies 
necessary to improve employability,” said Nash. 

According to members of the consortium, CrafTech 
2000 is a pre-application initiative and does not in any 
way replace the application process. Successful 
completion of these courses or programs carries no ob¬ 
ligation to accept any offer of employment, nor is an 
offer guaranteed. 


Shelton Honors Outstanding 
Students 

continued from page 3 

Patricia Baker, Margaret Louise Pruett, Sadie Hendrix, Alexander Adult Learning Scholarships; Jeanett Elaine 
Bonner and Lindy Paige Smith, Compass Bank Scholarships; Jackie E. Faxeli, Belinda Hughes Memorial Schol¬ 
arship; Margaret Louise Pruett and Sadie Ann Hendrix, New Options Scholarships. 

A Livingston University Scholarship went to Arnold R. Sterling, Jr. and a Morris F. Frank Scholarship was 
awarded to Angela Burroughs. Katherine Donovan received the Susie Mosely Bumum Memorial Scholarship. 

Shelton’s Outstanding 
Alumnus Named 

Debra Rice Sparks has been selected Shelton State Community College’s outstanding alumnus of the year 
and represented the college in a statewide recognition program sponsored by the Deans of Students Association 
for Alabama’s two year colleges. The outstanding alumni from all of the state’s community and technical col¬ 
leges were recognized in Montgomery on June 9 at the State Board of Education meeting and later at a special 
luncheon held in their honor. 

“We are extremely proud of Debra Sparks,” said Shelton State president Tom Umphrey. “She was an outstanding 
student while at Shelton State. She continued to excel as a student at the University of Alabama and later as a 
teacher with the Tuscaloosa County Schools. Good teachers are very special and I believe that by honoring Mrs. 
Sparks as Shelton’s outstanding alumnus we are in fact honoring the entire teaching profession.” 

During her two years at Shelton State, Sparks won almost every honor at the college, including the Leo Sumner 
Award, Shelton’s highest honor. She was selected the outstanding member of Phi Theta Kappa, national community 
college honorary. Her sophomore year she was runner-up for the Most Outstanding Student in the state. 

Transferring to the University of Alabama after her two years at Shelton State, Sparks earned both her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in elementary education and graduated summa cum laude in both degrees. In 1990 she was 
selected the most outstanding student in elementary education at the University of Alabama. 

She is currently employed by Walker Elementary with the Tuscaloosa County School System where she teaches 
sixth grade. Sparks was selected the Outstanding Teacher of the Year for her school in 1993. She is a member Delta 
KappaGamma and Alpha Delta Kappa, both teachers sororities. 

“Shelton State Community College provided a strong foundation for my teaching career,” Sparks said. “Its caring 
atmosphere provided a safe haven for learning. Today I try to instill in my students the same zest and joy of learning 
that was given to me at Shelton State. Each time I see the excitement in a small face after mastering a difficult task, I 

thank Shelton State for laying the ‘cornerstone’ of my teaching profession.” 

According to Shelton dean of students Humphrey Lee, Debra Sparks is an excellent choice and one of the most 
outstanding students to ever attend Shelton State Community College. 
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